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Some facts 
FAO- and OECD-founded in 1951 

Worldwide reputation (nomenclature and grading rules) 

60+ years experience in tropical timber trade 

Members: Govts, industry, NGOs, academia, donors, intl orgs 

Since 2013 all timber producers are “legality verified“ 
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Demand side tools 

• Tropical wood products public procurement 
policies in some EU countries, 

• EU Timber Regulation in all EU countries. 
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Legality today in central Africa 
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Illegality in large industry 
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25 % of the large forest concession area 

75 % of the large forest concession area 

legality 
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EUTR compatibility 
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Challenges undermining EUTR 

• EUTR triggered a market for government issued legality 
documentation. 

• Least legal operators have most legal documentation. 
Consequently EUTR appears unable to reject illegally 
produced timber from entering the EU. 

• Market operators are confused with different due diligence 
systems in different EU MS and a plethora of available legality 
documentation. How much is enough? Which documents are 
real and relevant? 
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Recommendations to competent authorities: 
• Accept certified wood imports (FSC, OLB/Bureau Veritas, 

TLTV/TLAS/SGS, legality standard/Rainforest Alliance) 
without further controls! 

• Verify thoroughly the non-certified wood imports! 
Minimum EUTR requirements per country are identified 
in legal-timber.info 

• Contribute to legal-timber.info 
• Reforming EUTR to limit imports to legality audited 

timber according to standards recognized by producer 
governments! 
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Amsterdam Forum, 5-7 Nov 2014 
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